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DID  YOU  KNOW  THAT  

...in  the  literature  of  the 
last  century  early  dollars 
are  called  "dollars  of  o 
daddies",  according  to 
Dowers? 

...  Jules  Reiver  welj 
inventories  of  early 
collections  to  assisti 
research  on  a revised' 
table  of  early  dollars^ 
shares  some  of  his  findil 
beginning  on  page  2. 

...a  ‘95  dollar  struck  over 
a '9^  dollar  has  been  identi- 
fied by  'Walter  Breen?  Only  one 
example  is  known.  Breen  spec- 
ulates that  the  reported  mint- 
age of  '9't-'s  (1758' pieces)  is 
the  number  of  acceptable  spec- 
imens in  a striking  of  2000 
pieces.  Some  of  the  unacceptably 
weak  strikes  could  have  been 
used  as  planchets  for  '95's 
instead  of  going  to  the  melting 
pot.  (see  pages  6 and  7) 


It  is  a real  pleasure 
the  Bust  Dollar  collector: 
be  nice  to  get  to  know  eac 
and  be  able  to  share  our  1 
^and  collecting  experience: 
obody  knows  how  many  of  i 
re, it  is  generally  ‘‘elt  1 
small, but  select , group. 

At  our  first  meeting, 
Yarch,some  ten  of  us  speni 
! pleasant  day  discussing  f( 
of  this  club,  and  Bust  Do! 
general . 

As  in  any  project  of  i 
each  member  will  get  out  i 
as  much  as  he  puts  in.  Ea< 
should  write  a letter,  ar' 
;iust  a few  comments  for  tl 
ter.  Any  ideas  for  club  p: 
would  be  especially  welco: 
ions  for  future  meetings, 
places  and  topics, would  b( 

Our  next  meeting  is  si 
Baltimore  on  April  16.  De' 
to  be  found  elsewhere  in  ' 


“Nullus  est  liber  tarn  malus, 
ut  non  aliqua  parte  prosit.” 

( There  is  no  book  so  bad 
that  at  least  some  part  of  it 
might  not  be  useful.) 


Pliny  the  Younger 
C.  103  AD 
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From  the  President 


This  issue  is  reaching  you  a bit  late  due  to  the  need  to  scour  lor  mate- 
rial to  fill  it  out.  NBS  should  never  need  to  “scour.”  We  have  a large 
and  obviously  literate  membership;  the  hobby  is  replete  with  untilled  or 
underplowed  fields;  and  we  are  blessed  with  a superb  editor. 

You  may  be  under  the  impression  that  The  Asylum  only  wants  long, 
scholarly  articles.  We  like  these,  to  be  sure,  but  we  also  welcome  in- 
sights in  a more  compressed  form.  Virtually  every  member  who  reads 
these  words  owns  books  that  have  been  annotated  with  the  wisdom  of 
collectors  past.  Many  of  you  are  versed  in  obscure  subjects,  whether 
it  may  be  Steigerwalt  fixed-price  lists  and  their  content,  the  evolution 
of  scholarship  on  pattern  coinage  (or  large  cents  or  Gobrecht  dollars), 
biographical  details  concerning  your  favorite  name  from  the  past,  etc. 

We  are  book  lovers  in  an  era  when  new  books  are  being  published 
at  an  accelerating  rate.  This  is  where  out  membership  can  surely  shine. 
We  all  need  to  know  which  new  offerings  we  absolutely  must  own  and 
which  can  safely  be  forgotten.  All  of  us  can  help  make  by  sharing  our 
knowledge  of  numismatic  literature.  The  Asylum  does  not  traffic  in 
green  stamps,  but  we  do  offer  our  authors  a year’s  supply  of  ink  and 
quills. 


John  W.  Adtmis 


Overview  of  Wayte  Raymond’s  Standard  Catalogue  of 

United  States  Coins 

R Scott  Rubin 


In  1934,  one  of  the  twentieth  century’s  most  important  numismatists 
published  a book  that  would  have  a lasting  effect  on  the  hobby.  Wayte 
Raymond  was  one  of  the  most  influential  collector-dealers  the  United 
States  ever  produced,  not  only  by  what  he  handled  but  by  the  way  he 
did  business.  The  Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States  Cohis  was  not 
the  first  or  the  last  publication  produced  by  Mr.  Raymond.  How-ever,  it 
w’as  the  one  that  led  to  a change  in  the  way  American  coins  were  col- 
lected and  viewed  by  the  general  public. 

This  catalogue  was  a yearly  book  of  US  coins  with  not  only  pricing 
but  also  facts  about  mintage  and  rarity,  and  including  not  only  regular 
issues  but  colonials,  patterns,  tokens,  and  in  some  years  currency  and 
encased  postage.  The  average  collector  now^  had  one  place  to  find  most 
of  the  answ'ers  to  questions  about  what  existed,  how  rare  it  was,  and 
how  much  it  was  worth. 

In  eighteen  editions  this  publication  became  the  book  to  imitate;  in 
at  least  one  case  the  imitator  improved  on  the  style  to  produce  a still- 
issued  annual  coin  year  price  guide.  The  Red  Book.  There  was  also 
another  book  that  took  its  style  and  format  from  the  Standard  Cata- 
logue; that  was  Scott  s Comprehensive  Catalogue  and  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  Coins,  issued  in  two  editions,  1971  and  1976. 

Following  is  a overview-  of  w'hat  was  included  in  this  publication  and 
how  it  changed  over  the  years. 

1935 

Starting  in  1934,  Wayte  Raymond  compiled  and  published  what  came 
to  be  known  as  the  Standard  Catalogue  of  US  Coins.  The  real  name  of 
this  publication  changed  over  the  years.  The  first  edition  was  called 
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Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coins  and  Currency.  The  title  page 
went  on  with  “From  1652  to  Present  Day”,  followed  by: 

Early  American  Coins,  United  States  Gold,  Silver  and  Copper  Coins 
Private  Gold  Coins,  Colonial  and  Continental  Currency 
United  States  Notes  and  Fractional  Currency 
Confederate  and  Southern  State  Notes 

This  was  then  followed  by  the  remarks,  “Giving  the  prices  at  which 
most  of  them  may  he  obtained  from  the  publisher.  With  nearly  seven 
hundred  illustrations.” 

The  price  of  this  edition  was  an  expensive  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
The  first  edition  was  173  pages  long,  followed  by  ads  lor  “The  National 
Coin  Album  and  Binder”  on  the  next  two  pages.  Then  an  ad  lor  “The 
Standard  Premium  List  of  Rare  United  States  and  Early  American 
Coins”  and  “The  Standard  Price  List  of  United  States  Coins”,  each 
for  twenty-five  cents  on  the  next  page.  Next  came  an  ad  for  Unique 
Coin  Holders  and  on  the  last  page  was  an  ad  for  The  Coin  Collector  s 
Journal,  with  a subscription  price  of  one  dollar  lor  a year,  and  lastly 
an  ad  lor  the  three  sizes  of  “A  Pocket  Album  lor  Your  Paper  Money”, 
which  cost  two  dollars,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents,  or  the  smallest  size 
for  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents. 

1936 

In  1935  the  catalogue  had  a hard  cover,  red-brown  in  color.  The  1936 
edition  was  brown.  The  front  cover  of  1935  has  a silver  border  with 
“Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coin  & Currency”  in  the  upper 
portion  of  the  cover.  The  1936  cover  is  exactly  the  same  except  for  the 
year  and  the  addition  in  the  lower  right  corner  of  the  date  of  the  edition, 
1936,  in  silver  to  match  the  border  and  title. 

The  price  and  the  title  page  of  the  book  remained  as  in  the  1935 
edition  except  that  instead  of  “Compiled  and  Puldished  by  Wayte  Ray- 
mond” it  states  “Compiled  and  Published  by  Wayte  Raymond,  Inc.” 
This  second  edition  was  expanded  to  189  pages  followed  by  thirteen 
pages  of  ads  for  products  available  from  Wayte  Raymond,  and  it  had 
over  700  illustrations. 


1937 

The  third  edition  was  a red  hardcover  book  with  the  year  1937 
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imprinted  in  the  lower  right  corner  like  the  previous  year.  The  title  page 
remained  the  same  apart  from  the  year  change  and  it  now  lists  Wayte 
Raymond  as  Editor  and  three  people  as  Associate  Editors;  F.  C.C. 
Boyd,  J.  G.  Macallister,  and  Leonard  Kusterer. 

This  third  edition  was  expanded  to  199  pages,  including  for  the 
first  time  mintage  records  of  “Domestic  Coin  Manufactured  by  Mints 
of  the  United  States  Since  Organization  to  Include  the  Year  1935”. 
This  was  followed  by  eleven  pages  of  ads,  and  it  now  had  over  800 
illustrations. 

1938 

The  fourth  edition  was  a royal  blue  hardcover  book  with  the  year  1938 
imprinted.  The  title  page  was  similar  to  the  last  edition,  but  the  Associ- 
ate Editors  are  not  mentioned  on  this  page. 

Starting  with  this  edition  the  following  page  lists  Associate  Editors 
and  Contributors  in  a single  list  of  nine  names.  Those  nine  were  F.  C.  C. 
Boyd,  New  York;  J.G.  MacAllister,  Philadelphia;  Leonard  Kusterer, 
New  York;  Stuart  Mosher,  New  York;  Howland  Wood,  New  York; 
Joseph  Barnet,  New  York;  B.G.  Johnson,  St.  Louis;  A.  A.  Grinnell, 
Detroit;  and  Harley  L.  Freeman,  Cleveland. 

This  fourth  edition  was  expanded  to  212  pages  followed  by  ten  pages 
of  ads,  and  it  now  had  over  900  illustrations. 

1939 

The  fifth  edition  was  a purple  hardcover  edition  with  a new  cover  de- 
sign. On  the  front  cover  the  first  line,  stamped  in  gold  rather  than  silver, 
is  “Standard  Catalogue  of”  in  a smaller  font  then  the  remainder  of  the 
title,  with  all  letters  on  the  cover  in  capitals.  This  is  followed  by  “United 
States”  on  line  2,  “Coins  And”  on  line  3,  “Currency”  on  line  4,  and 
“. . . 1939. . .”  on  line  5.  For  the  first  time  the  spine  has  lettering:  “United 
States  Coins  U Currency”,  all  in  capital  letters.  The  title  page  is  nearly 
the  same  as  the  previous  year  except  that  “Distributed  by  Scott  Stamp 
& Coin  Company,  1 West  47th  Street,  New  York”  has  been  removed 
and  the  address  for  Wayte  Raymond,  Inc.  of  630  Fifth  Avenue,  New 
York  has  taken  its  place. 

On  the  following  page  the  list  of  Associate  Editors  and  Contribu- 
tors list  has  diminished  to  seven  names:  F.  C.  C.  Boyd,  New  York;  J.G. 
Macallister,  Philadelphia;  Leonard  Kusterer,  New  York;  Stuart  Mosher, 
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New  York;  Joseph  Barnet,  New  York;  B.G.  Johnson,  St.  Louis;  and 
Alfred  Z.  Reed,  New  York. 

Three  new  areas  of  coinage  are  included  in  the  book:  Hard  Times 
Tokens,  Pattern  Coins,  and  Commemorative  Coins.  This  fifth  edition 
was  expanded  to  230  pages  followed  by  eight  pages  of  ads,  and  it  now- 
had  over  1000  illustrations. 


1940 

The  sixth  edition  w^as  a brown  hardcover  edition  with  the  same  de- 
sign as  1939.  This  volume  experienced  a major  change,  though.  The 
title  became  Standard  Catalogue  of  Linited  States  Coins  And  Tokens 

. ..  1940 For  the  first  time  “Currency”  was  omitted.  The  spine  also 

reflected  the  change,  carrying  the  wording  “United  States  Coins  & 
Tokens”. 

The  topics  now  covered  were  Early  American  Coins,  United  States 
Gold,  Silver  and  Copper  Coins,  Private  Gold  Coins,  Merchants  To- 
kens, Flard  Times  Tokens,  Pattern  Coins,  Civil  War  Tokens,  Encased 
Postage  Stamps,  and  Commemorative  Coins.  The  Associate  Editors 
and  Contributors  stayed  the  same  as  the  previous  year. 

This  sixth  edition  stayed  at  230  pages  follow^ed  by  orJy  four  pages  of 
ads,  and  still  contained  over  1000  illustrations. 


1941 

The  seventh  edition  was  a blue  hardcover  edition  with  the  same  design 
as  1940.  The  interesting  thing  about  this  edition  is  the  color  of  the* 
book.  This  is  the  same  year  that  the  Blue  Book  was  first  published.  Was 
this  color  match  a coincidence?  Keep  this  in  mind  when  w'e  get  to  the 
1947  edition. 

The  Associate  Editors  and  Contributors  stayed  the  same  as  the  pre- 
vious year,  as  did  the  number  of  illustrations.  The  number  of  pages 
expanded  to  237,  and  for  the  first  time  this  included  an  index  which 
occupied  pages  236  and  237.  This  was  followed  by  five  pages  of  ads. 

1942 

The  eighth  edition  was  a red  hardcover  edition  with  the  same  design 
as  the  previous  year.  Not  much  changed  from  the  1941  edition  besides 
the  number  of  pages,  which  now  numbered  241,  followed  by  only  a 
one- page  ad. 
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The  Associate  Editors  and  Contributors  stayed  the  same,  as  did  the 
number  of  illustrations  mentioned. 

1943 

No  Standard  Catalogue  was  issued  in  1943,  there  was,  however,  a 
Supplement.  This  16-page  self-covered  paper  edition  had  this  written 
on  the  front  page:  “1943  supplement  to  The  Standard  Catalogue  of 
United  States  Coins  and  Tokens,  Showing  changes  in  value  of  the  most 
popular  United  States  Coins.  Price  25  Cents.  Compiled  and  Published 
by  Wayte  Raymond,  Inc.  New  York." 

The  next  page  has  the  following: 

FOREWORD 

The  decision  not  to  publish  a 1943  edition  of  the  Standard  Catalogue  of 
United  States  Coins  and  Tokens  was  taken  some  time  ago.  The  editors  feel, 
however,  that  it  is  necessary  to  publish  a supplement  as  there  have  been 
many  valuation  changes  in  the  most  popular  series.  This  little  pamphlet  has 
been  issued  at  a very  nominal  price  and  should  luring  your  1942  edition  up 
to  date. 

We  have  found  a small  number  of  1940  and  1941  catalogues  in  our  stock 
room  and  while  they  last  offer  them  at  a low  price.  The  1943  supplement 
will  be  included  with  each  catalogue  sold. 

For  some  time  we  have  had  a demand  for  a consecutive  list  of  the  later 
silver  coins  including  mint  marks  1892  to  1942.  In  the  supplement  we  have 
listed  such  coins  in  this  way  and  hope  that  collectors  will  lind  it  a conve- 
nience. 

Copyright  1942  by  Wayte  Raymond,  Inc.  New  York 

The  list  page  of  this  issue  offered  past  editions  at  the  following  prices: 
1940  for  $1.00,  1941  for  $1.50,  and  1942  for  $2,50,  this  last  edition 
being  still  offered  at  full  price. 

While  no  mention  of  the  World  War  II  is  made,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
war  effort  caused  this  publication  break.  But  as  we  will  see,  the  break 
(lid  not  last  as  long  as  the  war. 

1944 

This  ninth  edition  was  a gray  hardcover  catalogue  with  a few  big  chang- 
es. The  title  was  now  shortened  to  Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States 
Coins . . . 1944. . . and  the  spine  stated  just  “United  States  Coins”.  The 
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title  page  of  this  edition  states  “The  Standard  Catalogue  of  United 
States  Coins  from  1652  to  Present  Day  Early  American  Coins,  Coins 
of  the  States,  United  States  Gold,  Silver  and  Copper  Coins,  Private 
Gold  Coins,  Pattern  Coins,  Encased  Postage  Stamps,  Commemorative 
Coins,  Philippine  Island  Coins,  Hawaiian  Coins,  General  Information, 
Complete  Mint  Reports.” 

The  price  stayed  at  $2.50  and  the  page  count  shortened  to  201,  with 
no  ads.  A big  change  was  the  number  of  contributors,  this  time  with  no 
associate  editors  mentioned.  Following  is  the  alphabetic  list  of  Contrib- 
utors: Joseph  Barnet,  Barney  Bluestone,  M.  H,  Bolender,  F.  C.  C.  Boyd, 
Geo,  H.  Clapp,  T.  L.  Elder,  William  Evans,  Alan  W.  Faxon,  Charles  H. 
Fisher,  Wm.  A.  Gaede,  Horace  M.  Grant,  C.E.  Green,  Fred.  Green- 
clay,  Albert  A.  Grinnell,  Lee  F,  HewJtt,  H.  C.  Hines,  B.  G.  Johnson,  J. 
Hewitt  Judd,  M.D.,  James  Kelly,  S.M.  Koeppel,  Leonard  Kusterer,  A. 
Kosoff,  Kenneth  W,  Lee,  Robert  H.  Lloyd,  Lenox  R.  Lohr,  J,  G.  Macal- 
lister,  B.  Max  Mehl,  Stuart  M.  Mosher,  H.  R.  Newcomb,  Shepard  Pond, 
James  P.  RandaU,  Ira  S.  Reed,  George  B.  Rogers,  William  J.  Schultz, 
Norman  Shultz,  Joseph  Spray,  Walter  F.  Webb,  Carl  Wurtzbach,  and 
John  Jug. 

1945 

The  tenth  edition  is  has  a light  gray  hard-bound  cover.  The  spine  let- 
tering for  the  first  time  now^  included  the  year.  Two  things  changed  on 
the  title  page.  Rather  than  claiming  over  1000  illustrations,  it  now  says 
“With  nearly  one  thousand  illustrations”,  and  the  New  York  address 
has  been  changed  from  630  Fifth  Avenue  to  654  Madison  Avenue. 

The  list  of  contributors  has  some  changes.  A.  E.  Beebee,  Benjamin 
C.  Dreiske,  and  Toivo  Johnson  are  new  contributors,  while  Alan  W. 
Faxon,  Charles  H.  Fisher,  Albert  A.  Grinnell,  Lee  F.  Hewitt,  H.C. 
Hines,  H.R.  Newcomb,  and  Shepard  Pond  are  no  longer  listed.  The 
$2.50  price  remains  as  the  size  increases  by  one  page  to  202,  with  no 
ads. 


1946 

The  eleventh  edition  has  a dark  blue  hard  cover.  Only  two  things 
changed  on  the  title  page  beside  the  year  of  the  edition:  for  the  first 
time  since  1934  the  price  has  increased  by  fifty  cents  to  three  dollars, 
and  we  are  back  to  “over  one  thousand  illustrations”. 
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The  list  of  contributors  has  only  one  change:  William  Evans’  name 
is  not  included.  With  the  price  increase  came  an  increase  in  length  to 
212  pages,  with  no  ads. 

1947 

The  twelfth  edition  sports  a red  hard-bound  cover.  Just  like  in  1941, 
when  the  Blue  Book  followed,  now  in  1946  the  first  edition  of  the  Guide 
Book  of  United  States  Coins  hit  the  stores  when  The  Staiiidard  Cata- 
logue sported  a red  cover.  Years  later,  this  successor  to  the  Standard 
Catalogue  would  come  to  be  known  for  its  color  and  be  called  the  Red 
Book.  What  if  Raymond  had  never  changed  cover  colors?  Would  the 
outcome  have  been  different? 

Another  thing  that  happened  with  this  twelfth  edition  was  that  for 
the  second  year  in  a row  the  price  increased  another  fifty  cents  to  three 
dollars  and  fifty  cents.  This  was  probably  another  reason  for  the  success 
of  the  Guide  Book,  which  cost  less.  The  title  page  also  included  two 
new  areas  of  information:  coins  of  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Danish  West 
Indies. 

This  list  of  contributors  had  more  changes.  Removed  were  Joseph 
Barnet,  Geo.  H.  Clapp,  Fred.  Greenclay,  Robert  H.  Lloyd,  J.  G.  Macal- 
lister,  Ira  S.  Reed,  and  William  J.  Schultz.  Added  to  the  list  were  Da- 
vid Elullowa,  A.M.  Kagin,  H.  E.  Macintosh,  and  Charles  M.  Wormser. 
Again  with  the  price  increase  came  an  increase  in  the  page  count  to 
224,  with  no  ads. 

1949 

The  thirteenth  edition  with  its  gray  hard-bound  cover  sported  red  let- 
tering. For  the  first  time  since  the  war  year  of  1943  a year  was  skipped 
between  editions. 

The  price  stayed  at  $3.50  and  the  list  of  contributors  changed  again. 
Added  to  the  list  were  C.  F.  Clark  & Co.,  George  S.  Deffenbaugh,  Rob- 
ert Friedberg,  Paul  B.  Slosson,  and  C.A.  Williamson.  Removed  were 
T.  L.  Elder,  C.E.  Green,  B.  G.  Johnson,  and  Carl  Wurtzbach.  Four 
more  pages  were  added  bring  the  page  count  up  to  228,  with  no  ads. 

1950 

The  fourteenth  edition  has  a green  hard-bound  cover  and  returned  to 
gold  lettering.  For  the  first  time  in  the  publication’s  history  the  price 
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went  down,  from  $3.50  the  year  before  to  $3.00. 

A number  of  items  were  removed  from  this  listing  including  Pattern 
Coins,  Encased  Postage  Stamps,  Coins  of  Puerto  Rico,  and  The  Dtinish 
West  Indies.  This  removal  of  topics  may  have  been  an  attempt  to  com- 
pete with  the  now  popular  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  which 
w'as  cheaper.  Since  it  removed  subjects  the  page  count  also  decreased 
to  184.  This  may  have  been  a cost-saving  attempt  by  Raymond.  Also 
returning  for  the  first  time  in  a number  of  years  were  three  pages  of  ads 
at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

Another  point  of  note  is  that  for  the  first  time  in  a few  years  the  List 
of  Contributors  did  not  change  from  the  previous  year. 

1951 

The  fifteenth  edition  with  its  light  blue  hard-bound  cover  saw  a number 
of  changes  to  the  title  page.  For  one,  the  topics  included  were  now  listed 
in  two  columns  rather  than  in  a continuous  list  with  each  line  becoming 
smaller,  as  had  been  done  since  its  first  appearance.  Also,  for  the  first 
time,  instead  of  a street  address  in  New  York  for  Wayte  Raymond,  Inc., 
the  final  heading  says  “New  York,  N.Y.,  U.S.A.” 

More  importantly,  the  list  of  contributors  has  been  removed.  Instead, 
a new  final  page  was  added  with  the  title  “Partial  List  of  Dealers  in 
United  State  Coins”.  The  list  included  the  company  names  and  their 
addresses;  Arque  Bays,  West  Va.;  Bebee  Stamp  & Coin  Co.,  111.;  Ben’s 
Stamp  & Coin  Co.,  111.;  Barney  Bluestone,  Fla.;  M.  H.  Bolender,  111.; 
Brown’s  Coins  U Stamps,  Okla.;  David  M.  Bullowa,  Pa.;  Burton’s  Coin 
& Curio  Shop,  Ohio;  Capitol  Coin  Co.,  N.Y.;  C.F.  Clarke  U Co.,  N.Y.; 
Coin  U Stamp  Exchange,  Neb.;  Geo.  S.  Deffenbaugh,  Mich.;  Benjamin 
B.  Du  Bose,  Ga.;  Elmer’s  Stamp  & Coin  Shop,  Mass.;  French’s,  N.Y.; 
Grant’s  Hobby  Shop,  R.I.;  R.  Green,  111.;  Henry  Grunthal,  N.Y.; 
Hansan’s  Coin  Shop,  Mo.;  The  Hobby  Shop,  Fla.;  Hollinbeck  Stamp 
U Coin  Co.,  Iowa;  Toivo  Johnson,  Maine;  S.J.  Kabealo,  Cal.;  Sol 
Kaplan,  Ohio;  James  Kelly,  Ohio;  S.M.  Koeppel,  Cal.;  Kenneth  W. 
Lee,  Cal.;  B.  Max  Mehl,  Tex.;  Milford  Coin  U Stamp  Co.,  Conn.;  New 
Netherlands  Coin  Co.,  N.Y.;  Numismatic  Gallery,  Cal.;  Orleans  Coin 
Co.,  La.;  Overton  Coin  Co.,  Col.;  E.  A.  Parker,  Cal.;  Pittsburgh  Coin 
Exchange,  Pa.;  John  K.  Pranter,  Tex.;  James  P.  Randall,  Fla.;  Lu  Riggs, 
Ohio;  Saturn  Stamp  Co.,  N.Y.;  Hans  M.  F.  Schulman,  N.Y.;  Norman 
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Shultz,  Utah;  Simon  Stamp  Store,  Iowa;  Paul  B.  Slossson,  Minn.; 
Smith  U Son,  111.;  Stack’s,  N.Y.;  Tatham  Stamp  U Coin  Co.,  Mass.; 
Watkins  Coin  Co.,  Tex.;  Walter  F.  Webb,  Fla.;  Harold  E.  Whiteneck, 
Mass.;  Robert  F.  Wilson  & Co.,  Ohio;  O.  B.  Windau,  Tex.;  Wittlin’s, 
Cal.;  Woodward  Stamp  Co.,  Mich.;  The  World  Coin  Co.,  Mich.;  Zim 
Stamp  U Coin  Co.,  Utah. 

The  price  stayed  at  $3.00  and  the  page  count  increased  by  two  to 
186. 

1953 

The  sixteenth  edition  has  an  orange  hard-hound  cover  and  lor  only  the 
third  time  a year  w^as  skipped.  This  edition  also  saw  one  ol  the  biggest 
changes  lor  this  publication.  In  the  list  ol  contents  on  the  title  page.  Ear- 
ly United  States  Coins,  Washington  Pieces,  Early  Mint  Issues,  Prool 
Coins,  Restrikes,  Private  Gold  Coins,  and  Conlederate  State  Coins 
were  added.  Following  this  w'as  a new  statement  about  the  contents  in 
general:  “With  an  important  series  ol  introductions  and  explanatory 
notes.  Giving  the  average  valuations  among  collectors  and  dealers  as 
determined  by  the  publishers  Irom  many  advisory  sources.  Types  and 
rarities  completely  illustrated.” 

The  most  import  dillerence  w^as  on  the  lollowing  page,  wTere  the  list 
ol  contributors  used  to  appear.  Two  new  names  were  added  to  the  book. 
John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  was  identified  as  the  Associate  Editor  ol  the  edition 
and  Walter  Breen  as  the  person  wTo  did  research  lor  the  book. 

No  price  is  printed  in  the  book  which  now  contains  231  pages.  There 
are  no  ads  in  this  edition  nor  w'as  the  list  ol  dealers,  wdiich  appeared  only 
in  the  1951  edition,  printed  again. 

A number  ol  new  leatures  were  added  to  enhance  the  old  lormat, 
such  as  notes  on  each  series  ol  coins  and  a separate  section  on  Prool 
coinage  that  not  only  carried  a price  lor  each  coin  but  in  most  cases 
the  mintage  lor  each  coin  on  the  same  line.  This  was  the  intluence  ol 
Ford  and  Raymond  in  using  inlormation  derived  Irom  research  done  by 
a young  Walter  Breen  in  the  early  1950s  in  the  National  Archives. 

1954-55 

The  seventeenth  edition  with  its  green  hard-bound  cover  and  dual  year 
listing  was  the  last  edition  that  Wayte  Raymond  would  edit.  The  title 
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page  was  identical  to  the  year  before  it  except  for  the  year  and  edition 
change. 

The  format  was  now  set  into  a style  that  was  more  Ford’s  than  Ray- 
mond’s. The  detail  of  information  was  from  the  research  of  Breen  and, 
1 am  sure,  the  editing  of  Ford. 

As  stated  under  the  1953  edition  no  price  was  given  for  the  cost  of 
the  book.  The  page  count  stayed  at  231  and  no  dealer  list  or  ads  were 
contained  in  this  volume. 

1957 

The  eighteenth  edition  with  its  blue-green  hard-bound  cover  was  only 
the  second  time  in  the  publication’s  history  (along  with  the  first  edi- 
tion in  1935)  that  the  year  did  not  appear  on  the  cover.  For  the  first 
time  the  edition  number  appeared  on  the  cover  and  on  the  spine  in 
place  of  the  date.  The  title  page  also  had  some  significant  changes.  First, 
the  contents  dropped  two  topics:  Ffiiilippine  Islands  Coins  and  Flawai- 
ian  Coins.  Second,  O.  E.  Raymond  (Wayte  Raymond’s  uife  Olga)  was 
listed  as  Editor  in  place  of  Wayte  Raymond.  It  was  still  compiled  and 
published  by  “Wayte  Raymond,  Inc.,  New  York,  N.Y.,  U.S.A.”  The  next 
page  showed  more  changes:  “Editorial  Consultation  and  Supervision 
was  done  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  Compilation  and  Basic  Research  was 
done  by  Weaker  H.  Breen,  and  Promotion  and  Distribution  was  done 
by  Alan  W.  Faxon.” 

As  with  the  preceding  two  editions,  no  price  is  given  for  the  book, 
and  the  page  count  has  been  reduced  by  the  exclusion  of  two  sections 
to  224.  No  ads  were  included  and  no  dealer  names  listed.  With  this  edi- 
tion, The  Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coins  came  to  an  end. 


The  Curious  Tale  of  the  Encheiridion  ad  lllustrandum 
Interprefafionem  Abbreviafionum  in  Graecis  ef  La  finis 
Auctoribus:  The  Most  Obscure  Great  Rarity  in  US 

Numismatic  Literature 

Joel  J.  Orosz 

It  is  the  most  remarkable  American  numismatic  l30ok  about  which  you 
have  heard  absolutely  nothing.  It  is  one  ol  the  oldest  books  of  its  kind, 
published  in  1856,  that  anims  mirabilis  that  witnessed  the  first  US 
mania  for  coin  collecting.  At  a mere  12.8  centimeters  tall,  it  is  one  of 
the  smallest  books  on  anyone’s  numismatic  bookshelf.  It  remains  to  this 
day,  more  than  1 50  years  after  its  appearance,  the  only  numismatic  book 
published  in  the  United  States  to  be  w'ritten  substantially  in  Latin.  And 
certainly  it  is  one  of  the  great  rarities  in  the  canon,  for  nearly  fifteen 
years  after  its  sole  appearance  at  public  auction,  the  discovery  copy  re- 
mains the  only  known  example.  And  yet,  despite  this  bushel  basket  full 
of  superlatives  to  its  credit,  Encheiridion  ad  lllustrandum  remains  the 
most  obscure  of  all  of  the  rarities  in  the  field.  It  is  highly  doubtful  if  even 
the  most  knowledgeable  ol  numismatic  bibliophiles  could  have  named 
the  title  of  the  book,  or  its  author,  even  after  having  been  provided  with 
the  information  above  as  hints. 

It  must  be  conceded  that  the  full  title — Encheiridion  ad  lllustrandum 
Inter pretatio)iem  Ahhreviationum  in  Graecis  et  Latinis  Auctoribus,  ita 
ut  in  Nummis  Utriusque  Popidi  Occurrentium,  Diligenter  et  Fideliter 
Elaboratum,  et  Episcopo  Approbante  DiscipulLs  Collegii' Burlingtcnrien- 
sis,  ab  ipso  Fundati,  et  Pari  Approbatiom  Discipulis  Collegii  Stt  Jacobi, 
in  Diocesi  Mariolensi,  Optimis  cum  Votis  Dedicatum,  ab  Adolpho  Frost, 
Sacerdote  m Sancta  Ecclesia  Dei— is  not  an  easy  thing  to  commit  to 
memory.  The  name  of  the  author,  mercifully,  is  easier  to  master:  Adolph 
Frost.  The  publisher  and  distributor  can  also  be  deciphered,  even  by 
those  who,  like  your  author,  “have  little  Latin  and  less  Greek.”  The 
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book  was  published  in  “Burlingtoniae,  Neo-Caesariensis  (Burlington, 
New  Jersey),  presumably  by  Burlington  College,  and  “Prosta  in  Oificina 
Libraria"  (offered  for  sale  in  the  bookstore)  of  H.  Hooker,  Chestnut  Ed 
Eighth  Streets,  in  Philadelphia. 

The  tide  can  be  translated  into  English  as  follows:  “Handbook  lor 
illustrating  the  interpretation  of  abbreviations  occurring  in  Greek  and 
Latin  authors  just  as  in  the  coins  of  both  peoples,  carefully  and  faithfully 
elaborated,  and  dedicated  with  the  approval  of  the  Bishop  to  the  stu- 
dents of  Burlington  College,  founded  by  him,  and  with  the  same  approval 
to  the  students  of  the  College  of  St.  James  in  the  diocese  of  Maryland, 
with  best  wishes,  by  Adolph  Frost,  priest  of  the  holy  church  of  God.”^ 
Just  who  was  Adolph  Frost?  The  Rev.  George  Morgan  Hall,  in  his 
book  History  of  the  Church  in  Burlington,  New  Jersey,  identifies  Frost  as 
a priest  and  a donor  to  the  Episcopal  Church.  Hall  also  quotes  William 
Henry  Odenheimer,  the  third  Episcopal  Bishop  of  New  Jersey,  who  had 
this  to  say  in  his  Episcopal  Address  for  1865: 

In  our  own  Diocese,  we  mourn  the  learned  yet  child-like  Adolph  Frost,  who 
loved  this  Diocese  none  the  less  though  he  sojourned  in  his  fatherland,  in 
the  fair  city  of  Heilbronn,  on  the  banks  of  the  Necker.  The  earlier  students 
of  Burlington  College  will  never  forget  their  leader-full  of  learned  lore  and 
priestly  zeal;  and  the  little  children  will  wait  in  vain  for  the  appearance  of 
the  gaunt  and  apostolic  looking  man  who  in  his  morning  walks  toward 
the  House  of  Prayer  courted  their  recognition  and  accounted  their  mere 
salutation  or  caress  as  a real  benediction  on  his  daily  work.  God’s  blessing 
rest  on  his  memory  and  may  we  through  Jesus  merit  a share  in  his  lot,  who 
loved  so  fervently  the  name  and  cross  of  Christ,  and  illustrated  in  his  daily 
life  of  innocence  the  Master’s  saying,  “Except  ye  be  converted  and  become 
as  little  children,  ye  shall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.” 

Frost  was  apparently  an  educator  of  all  trades  at  Burlington  College,  for 
besides  his  roles  as  president,  priest,  and  professor,  he  was  also  identi- 
fied as  the  college  librarian  in  the  records  of  the  one  of  the  first  national 
conventions  of  librarians,  held  in  1853.  Despite  Bishop  Odenheimer’s 
memory  of  Frost  as  child-like,  however,  evidence  exists  that  the  educa- 
tor was  also  a bit  of  a politician. 

l 'Phe  efforts  of  David  Yoon  in  improving  this  translation  are  appreciated.  We  presume  that 
“in  diocesis  Mariolensi"  means  “in  the  diocese  of  Maryland”,  based  on  the  reference  to 
a College  of  St.  dames,  even  though  this  state  is  normally  rendered  in  Larin  as  “Terra 
Mariae”. 


The  Curious  Tale  of  the  Encheiridion  ad  Illustrandam 
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Figure  I.  Title  page  ol  the  Encheiridion  ad  lllust7‘and.an-i,  showing 
excessive  trimming. 

On  the  title  page  ol  the  discovery  copy  ol  the  Encheiridion  ad  Il- 
lustrandam there  is  an  inscription,  or  rather  the  remains  ol  one,  lor 
part  ol  it  has  been  trimmed  oil  by  a barbarous  binder.  What  is  lelt  ol 
the  dedication,  however,  reveals  that  Frost  understood  the  importance 
ol  strategically  giving  a copy  of  the  book,  lor  it  is  inscribed  to  “Revd 
Gulielmo  H.  Odenheimer,  in  memoriam  Amici  [trimmed]  et  Fratris  in 
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[trimmed]  Adolph  Frost.”  II  Bishop  Odenheimer’s  touching  eulogy  ol 
Frost  is  any  indication,  the  gilt  of  the  book  seems  to  have  achieved  its 
mtended  eliect. 

Bishop  Odenheimer,  however,  is  not  the  only  association  value  to 
be  found  in  the  discovery  copy  of  the  Encheiridiorii,  for  tipped  in  to  the 
rear  cover  is  the  following  note:- 

Dear  friend  S.C.B.  I send  you  the  little  treatise  on  inscriptions  which  I 
promised.  Please  leave  my  card  for  GenL  Sir  Fenwick’s  aid  [sic]  who  called 
with  him  to  see  me.  It  was  omitted  in  our  P.P.C’s.  Ever  aff,  yrs,  RWD  Feb 
16/59. 

“RWD”  was  Richard  Wistar  Davids,  one  of  the  wunderkinder  of  Amer- 
ican numismatics.  He  was  a veteran  coin  collector  in  1851,  at  the  tender 
age  of  26,  when  he  was  the  youngest  bidder  in  the  room  at  the  Lewis 
Roper  stile  in  Philadelphia.  Davids  catalogued  the  numismatic  collection 
of  the  New  York  State  Library  in  1853,  was  one  of  the  stalwarts  of  the 
Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  Society  of  Philadelphia  after  its  founding 
in  1858,  and  may  have  gone  on  to  numismatic  immortality  had  he  not 
stopped  a Confederate  sharpshooter’s  bullet  during  the  second  day  of 
the  Battle  of  Gettysburg.  The  “Genl  Sir  Fenwick”  mentioned  in  Da- 
vids’ note  was  probably  Major-General  Sir  Fenwick  Williams,  a Nova 
Scotian  who  was  knighted  for  his  service  during  the  Crimean  War  and 
was  Britain’s  Commander-in-Chief  for  North  America  in  1859.  The 
meaning  of  “P.P.C’s”  can  be  found  in  Victorian  etiquette  books:  it  is  an 
abbreviation  for  pour  prendre  conge,  which  was  used  to  indicate  a polite 
farewell  on  a calling  card.  As  for  “Friend  S.C.B.,”  the  juxtaposition  of 
Philadelphia  and  Canada  here  offers  the  possibility  of  Stanley  C.  Bagg  of 
Montreal,  a corresponding  member  of  the  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian 
Society  of  Philadelphia.^ 

By  1859,  Richard  Wistar  Davids  was  socially  prominent  enough  to 
rate  a visit  from  such  an  eminence  as  Major-General  Williams,  and  cer- 
tainly had  the  means  to  make  a gilt  of  the  Enchcirulion  to  Stanley  C. 
Bagg  (or  perhaps  another  “Friend  S.C.B. ”).  This  tells  us  that  Bishop 
Odenheimer,  who  lived  many  years  past  1859,  did  not  have  enough  sen- 
timental attachment  to  Frost’s  Encheiridion  to  keep  the  copy  inscribed 
to  him,  nor  did  Davids  possess  it  for  long.  How  many  years  “S.C.B.” 
owned  the  book  also  remains  a mystery. 


2 riianks  again  to  ihe  editor  tor  liis  assistance  on  some  of  these  identilications. 
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And  what  ol  the  contents  ol  the  Encheiridion  itsell?  It  begins  with  an 
unsigned  Introduction  and  a Foreword  written  by  Frost,  both  printed 
entirely  in  Latin.  Next  comes  a 4 -page  section  on  “Roman  Coins,  and 
Their  Relations,”  immediately  followed  by  a 12-page  section  on  “Gener- 
al Notices  of  the  Types  Occurring  upon  Roman  Coins,”  both  of  which, 
apropos  of  nothing,  are  written  in  English.  Finally,  within  pages  25-60 
lie  the  heart  of  the  book,  a key  to  translation  of  abbreviations  on  Ro- 
man coins  into  a random  mixture  of  English  terms  and  fully  spelled-out 
Latin.  For  instance,  we  learn  that  “Con.  M”.  means  “Constantinopoli 
Moneta.”  The  big  finish  comes  on  pages  67-90,  with  “Greek  Coins 
and  Their  Relations,”  providing  a key  to  translate  the  abbreviations  on 
Greek  coins  into  a motley  mixture  of  English,  Latin,  and  spelled-out 
Greek. 

While  the  contents  of  the  Encheiridion  may  be  all  over  the  map, 
its  rarity  is  unquestionable.  It  has  appeared  but  once  at  public  sale,  at 
George  Frederick  Kolbe’s  Mail  Bid  Auction  Sale  Svcty-Three,  closing 
October  14,  1995,  where  it  was  featured  as  lot  843.  Kolbe  noted  that 
it  was  “...the  only  American  numismatic  publication  we  recall  ever 
having  encountered  with  Latin  text.  It  would  appear  that  a very  small 
number  ol  copies  were  printed.  Unsurprisingly,  it  is  not  recorded  in 
Attinelli,  Leitzmanri,  or  The  Dictionary  Catcdogue  of  the  American  Nu- 
mismatic Society.”  To  this  day,  the  discovery  copy,  sold  in  that  auction, 
remains  the  only  known  copy. 

Although  it  wins  prizes  for  rarity,  the  Encheiridion  will  be  awarded 
no  titles  for  beauty.  It  has  been  removed  from  a previous  binding,  and 
as  previously  mentioned,  it  has  been  closely  trimmed-so  much  so  that 
it  affects  both  the  inscription  at  the  top  and  the  text  at  the  bottom  of 
the  title  page.  Still,  it  has  the  dignity  and  the  distinction  of  being  a sole 
survivor,  which  trumps  the  skin-deep  attributes  of  mere  comeliness. 

Encheiridion  ad  Illustrandam  is  a curious  tri-lingual  survivor  of  the 
cradle  age  of  American  numismatics,  written  by  a gentle  German  for  a 
New  World  audience.  Although  produced  during  the  flying  eagle  cent 
craze  of  1856,  it  sticks  steadfastly  to  Greek  and  Roman  coins.  Published 
in  too  small  an  edition  ever  to  make  a deep  impression  upon  the  coin 
hobby,  it  nonetheless  comprises  an  honorable  attempt  to  make  Greek 
and  Roman  coinage  more  accessible  to  US  collectors.  However,  while 
other  books  surpass  the  Encheiridion  in  their  value  and  impact,  it  is 
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clear  that  the  Encheiridion  still  has  and  may  always  have  one  distinction: 
that  of  being  the  only  numismatic  book  published  in  the  United  States 
to  be  written  substantially  in  Latin.  In  that,  at  least,  as  Adolph  Frost 
might  have  written,  it  is  sui  gemris. 


Help  Promote  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 

Howard  A.  Daniel  III  sets  up  a club  table  to  represent  the  Numismatic 
Bibliomania  Society  (and  the  International  Bank  Note  Society, 
Numismatics  International,  and  the  Philippines  Collectors  Forum)  at 
both  of  the  annual  American  Numismatic  Association  events  and  at 
the  International  Paper  Money  Show. 

‘Medjry/ww  and  NBS  membership  applications  are  given  to  numisma- 
tists interested  in  the  society  from  the  table.  Journals  and  applications 
for  the  other  societies  arc  also  given  out. 

There  arc  also  world  bank  notes  and  world  coins  to  give  to  young 
and  new  numismatists  in  a packet  which  includes  a consolidated  mem- 
bership application  form  for  all  four  groups.  References  arc  given  to 
numismatists  but  especially  to  teachers  and  scout  counselors,  for  them 
to  use  with  their  students  and  scouts. 

Howard  always  needs  volunteers  to  staff  the  table  and  needs  your 
unwanted  references,  world  banknotes,  and/or  world  coins.  Please 
contact  Howard  at  hadaniel3@msn.com  to  make  the  donation  arrange- 
ments. dhe  best  method  to  get  tliem  to  him  is  to  take  them  to  one  of 
the  three  shows,  otherwise,  you  can  mail  them  to  him.  Howard  can 
also  send  a thank-you  letter  to  each  donor  which  will  document  their 
donation  for  tax  purposes. 


The  Lettered  Edge:  Newsletter  of  the  Bust  Dollar  Club 

W.  David  Perkins 


An  organizational  meeting  for  what  became  to  be  known  as  the  Fiust 
Dollar  Club  was  held  on  March  20,  1977,  at  the  home  of  Julius  (Jules) 
Reiver  in  Wilmington,  Delaware. 

As  recorded  by  Reiver, 

For  more  than  six  hours,  the  Reivers,  Tencas,  Starks,  Willasches,  Don 
Eastburn  and  George  Ramont  discussed  bust  dollars,  verified  unlisted  die 
marriages,  the  organization  of  the  club,  and  the  useful  activities  and  pur- 
poses it  could  serve. 

The  purpose  of  the  club  was  noted: 

Sentiment  favored  an  informal  collector  oriented  club  which,  although  to 
be  self-dellning,  would  emphasize  the  sharing,  collection,  and  evaluation  of 
information  about  Bust  Dollars  of  1794-1803. 

Names  proposed  for  the  club  included  Bust  Dollar  Club,  Early  Dol- 
lar Club,  Lettered  Edge  Dollar  Club,  and  Bolender  Dollar  Club.^  The 
name  “Bust  Dollar  Club”  was  selected.  Interim  officers  were  appointed, 
with  Julius  Reiver  being  appointed  as  Chairman  and  Robert  M.  Stark 
as  Secretary. 

Issue  1 of  The  Lettered  Edge,  the  newsletter  of  the  Bust  Dollar  Club, 
was  not  published  until  approximately  a year  later.  The  first  issue  was 
published  in  the  spring  of  1978  and  was  8 pages  in  length.  It  was  pho- 
tocopied on  8Yz  X 1 1 " white  paper.  All  issues  were  on  this  same  size  of 
paper.  There  was  a photo  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  a 1794  dollar  at 
the  top  of  Issue  1 of  the  newsletter,  as  part  of  the  masthead. 

The  newsletter  opened  with  a column  titled,  “Did  you  Know  That — ” 
Among  the  items  were  these: 


I Boleruier  Doll:ir  Club  referred  to  M.  H.  Bolender ’s  book  on  early  dollar  die  varieties,  The 
United  States  Early  Silver  Dollars  from  1794  to  1S03. 


104 


W.  David  Perkins 


Jc.  1 ^er  o/ tke,  3usr 

1_ 

DID  TOO  mOM  THAT  

...in  the  literature  the  ■ 
last  century  early  dollars 
are  called  ’’dollars  of  our 
daddies",  according  to  Dave 
3ov?ers? 

...  Jules  Reiver  welcones 
inventories  of  early  dollar 
collections  to  assist  his 
research  on  a revised  rarity 
table  of  early  dollars?  He 
shares  some  of  his  findings 
beginning  on  page  2. 

...8  '95  dollar  struck  over 
a '94  dollar  has  been  identi- 
fied by  Walter  Breen?  Only  one 
exat^ple  is  known.  Breen  spec- 
ulates that  the  reported  mint- 
age of  '9^’s  (d?5B  pieces)  is 
the  number  of  acceptable  spec- 
imens in  a striking  of  2000 
pieces.  Some  of  the  unacceptably 
weak  strikes  could  have  been 
used  as  pianchets  for  '95 's 
instead  of  going  to  the  melting 
pot.  (see  pages  6 and  ?) 

...the  spring  meeting  of  the 
3ust  Dollar  Club  will  be  held 
in  conjunction  with  the  Mary- 
land State  Numismatic  Associat- 
ion’s convention  on  April  16? 

(see  page  5) 

...Jack  Collins  is  preparing 
a volume  on  the  '9^  dollars 
i.ncluding  a census  of  known 
pieces? 

...contributions  of  articles, 
.notes,  end  letters  about  early 
dollars  are  welcome  for  inclusion 
in  future  issues  of  THE  LETTERED 


It  Is  a real  pleasure  to  greet 
the  Bust  Dollar  collectors.  It  will 
be  nice  to  get  to  know  each  other, 
and  be  able  to  share  our  knowledge 
and  collecting  experiences.  While 
nobody  knovvs  facw  .many  of  us  there 
are, it  is  generally  *'elt  that  we  are 
a small, but  select , group. 

At  our  first  meeting,  held  last 
March, some  ten  of  us  spent  a very 
pleasant  day  discussing  formation 
of  this  club,  and  Bust  Dollars  in 
general . 

As  in  any  project  of  this  nature, 
each  member  will  get  out  of  the  club 
as  much  as  he  puts  in.  Each  of  us 
should  write  a letter,  article, or 
Just  a few  comments  for  the  nev/s-let- 
ter.  Any  ideas  for  club  projects 
would  be  especielly  welcome.  Suggest- 
ions far  future  meetings,  including 
places  and  topics, would  be  timely. 

Our  next  .meeting  is  scheduled  for 
Baltimore  on  April  16.  Details  are 
to  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  news- 
letter. If  you  can  attend , please  make 
every  effort  to  do  so.  If  not,  send 
your  ideas  tc  Bob  Stark,  so  that  they 
car,  be  considered  at  the  meeting.  We 
have  some  suggestions  on  record  from 
the  last  meeting, and  it  would  be  nice 
to  get  as  many  idee  a as  possible.  If 
you  have  any  jobs  you  would  volunteer 
for, please  let  us  knew.  We  should  ~et 
some  cemnittees  operating. 

I hope  to  see  you  in  person  at 
the  .April  meeting.  Tf  you  cannot  make 
It, please  let  us  hear  from  you. 

JULES  REIVEE 


Figure  I.  Cover  page  of  Issue  1 of  lire  Lettered  Edge.  This  issue  was  pub- 
lished in  the  spring  of  1978.  All  issues  were  on  S*/?  x 11 " paper  stapled  at 
the  top  left  corner.  Note  the  1794  dollar  in  the  masthead.  The  coin  featured 
here  changed  from  issue  to  issue. 
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— a 95  dollar  struck  over  a ’94  dollar  has  been  identlHed  by  Walter  Rreen? 
Only  one  example  is  known.  Rreen  speculates  that  the  reported  mintage  of 
• 94  s { 1758  pieces)  is  the  number  of  acceptable  specimens  in  a striking  of 
2000  pieces.  Some  of  the  unacceptably  weak  strikes  could  have  been  used 
as  planchets  for  ’95’s  instead  of  going  to  the  melting  pot. 

. . . Jack  Collms  is  preparing  a volume  on  the  ’94  dollars  including  a census 
of  known  pieces? 

This  column  ended  by  asking  for  material  for  the  newsletter:  “contribu- 
tions of  articles,  notes  and  letters  about  early  dollars  are  welcome  for 
inclusion  in  future  issues  of  THE  LETTERED  EDGE.’’' 

Other  articles  and  items  included  a “Summary  of  Bust  Dollar  Variet- 
ies,” a notice  that  Jules  was  working  on  an  early  dollar  census  to  help 
update  the  rarity  ratings,  a list  of  die  marriages  Jules  had  not  seen  and 
would  like  to  see,  and  obituaries  for  M.H.  Bolender  from  both  Coin 
World  and  Numismatic  News. 

Issue  2 was  published  and  dated  as  Fall  1978.  The  masthead  now 
had  a photo  of  an  1803  Draped  Bust,  Heraldic  Eagle  Dollar.  With  38 
pages  in  total,  this  issue  would  prove  to  be  the  largest  of  the  four  issues 
published  during  the  life  of  The  Lettered  Edge. 

Pages  printed  on  colored  paper  were  introduced.  A new  feature 
called  “Letter  Box”  was  copied  on  gold  paper  (pages  25-34  of  Issue  2). 
An  article  titled  “Those  Illegal  Silver  Dollars  of  1794-1795”,  by  Robert 
W.  Julian  of  Logansport,  Indiana,  was  reprinted  with  permission  from 
Coins  Magazine,  January  1978.  The  article  ran  from  page  9 to  page  24, 
and  was  printed  on  rose  according  to  the  editor  (looks  pink  to  me!). 
The  balance  of  the  issue  was  printed  on  white  paper.  The  use  of  colored 
paper  for  Issue  2 provides  a way  to  determine  an  original  issue  from  a 
copy. 

The  “Did  you  Know  That”  column  continued  on  the  first  page.  A 
notice  on  counterfeit  1799  dollars  was  included.  A photocopy  of  a Coin 

2 There  is  srill  only  one  example  known  of  the  1795  dollar  struck  over  a 1794  dollar,  as  men- 
tioned in  this  newsletter.  It  was  once  in  the  present  author’s  collection,  the  author's  interest 
fueled  in  part  by  reading  about  it  in  The  Lettered  Edge. 

As  many  readers  ol  The  Asylum  know,  Jack  Collins  passed  away  without  publishing  his 
much-awaited  manuscript  on  the  1794  dollar.  In  November  1997  George  Kolbe  published 
ninety-nine  copies  of  the  Collins  manuscript,  titled  1794:  the  History  mtd  Geiyealogy  of  the. 
First  United,  States  Dollar,  by  Jack  Collins  and  Walter  Breen. 
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World  article  from  May  10,  1978,  titled  “Bust  Dollar  Club  launches 
publication  for  specialty”  was  also  included. 

This  was  followed  by  a three -page  article  on  major  types  of  bust  dob 
lars.  A letter  from  Mrs.  Bolender  in  reply  to  a letter  to  her  from  Robert 
Stark  dated  March  10,  1978,  was  copied  and  illustrated.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  a very  informative  letter  from  early  dollar  specialist  and  collec- 
tor Frank  M.  Stirling.  The  third  letter  submitted  was  from  Walter  Breen 
(on  the  letterhead  of  First  Coinvestors,  Inc.).  Breen  said,  in  part: 

Thank  you  for  the  copy  of  THE  LETTERED  EDGE.  This  has  to  be  a 
hasty  preliminary  reply  as  my  notes  on  doUars  are  in  Berkeley  (I  will  write  at 
greater  length  when  1 return  to  the  West  Coast),  but  1 would  like  to  make 
a couple  of  immediate  comments. 

The  letter  went  on  to  say: 

...A  lot  of  my  more  recent  thought  on  this  series  will  be  found  in  Lester 
Merkin’s  Sept.  1968  catalogue  and  its  sequels;  and  in  the  Gilhousen  sale 
of  1973.... 

The  last  letter  in  this  issue  was  submitted  by  Roland  Willasch.  It  sum- 
marized a meeting  of  the  Bust  Dollar  Club  held  on  April  16,  1978. 

Issue  3 was  down  to  six  pages  in  length.  It  was  published  in  the  spring 
of  1979.  Colored  pages  were  no  longer  used.  A 1796  dollar  was  featured 
in  the  masthead  of  this  issue.  In  “Dear  Reader”  it  was  noted  that  “Russ 
Mackendrick  kindly  wrote  about  us  in  his  April  16,  1979  New  York 
Times  column!”  This  New  York  Times  column  was  illustrated  on  page 
3 of  this  issue. 

A letter  from  Walter  Breen  was  included  on  pages  2-3,  laying  out 
how  he  would  one  day  sequence  the  early  dollars  in  his  planned  book, 
Ejicyclopedia  of  American  Coins:  Everything  You  Always  Wanted  to 
Know  about  American  Coins  but  Never  Knew  Where  to  Ask.  As  you  will 
note,  this  title  changed  somewhat  w^hen  the  book  w^as  actually  published 
in  1987.  I have  not  seen  this  prospective  title  mentioned  elsewdiere. 

On  the  last  page  an  article  by  Theodore  J.  Venn  w'as  included.  It  w^as 
titled,  “Are  the  “Daddy  Dollars”  Again  Coming  Into  Their  Owm?”  This 
had  been  published  originally  in  The  Numismatist,  November  1921. 

Issue  4 appears  to  be  particularly  scarce  for  some  unknowai  reason. 
A number  of  sets  I’ve  noted  only  had  the  first  three  issues,  including 
the  set  I acquired  from  the  Ostheimers.  Issue  4 is  dated  Summer  1980. 
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It  is  only  two  pages  long.  The  photo  of  the  1794  dollar  used  in  issue  1 
was  repeated  in  the  heading. 

It  was  noted  that  the  editor  Bob  Stark  had  other  demands  on  his 
time.  In  his  absence  this  issue  was  published  by  Jules  Reiver.  Jules  noted 
that  there  had  been  also  a lack  of  articles,  notes,  or  letters  submitted 
for  publication. 

This  issue  noted  that  Jules  had  seen  Jack  Collins  and  discussed  his 
work  on  the  1794  dollars,  and  that  “he  knows  of  slightly  over  a 100  of 
them,  and  more  are  turning  up.”  Years  later  when  this  manuscript  was 
published  by  George  Kolbe  there  would  be  over  130  examples  of  1794 
dollars  included. 

Jules  discussed  a visit  with  Frank  Stirling  in  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana. 
Jules  and  Frank  studied  and  discussed  a curious  1795  B-6  dollar,  which 
has  only  three  leaves  under  the  first  S in  STATES  as  opposed  to  the 
four  leaves  under  the  first  S in  STATES  seen  on  all  other  specimens. 

Only  one  complete  set  of  all  four  issues  of  The  Lettered  Edge  has 
appeared  at  public  sale,  as  far  as  I can  determine.  While  writing  this 
article,  I recalled  that  a complete  set  of  four  issues  was  offered  in  a 
George  Kolbe  sale,  but  couldn’t  remember  when.  I contacted  George. 
He  replied  promptly,  and  thoughtfully  included  the  catalogue  descrip- 
tion from  his  Sale  58,  May  15,  1994:122: 

122  the  lettered  edge:  newsletter  of  the  bust  dollar  club.  nos.  1-4.  Dela- 
ware, 1978-1980.  All  issued.  8;  38;  6;  (2)  pages.  Duplicated  typescript.  28 
X 21.5  cm.  Each  issue  stapled  at  upper  left  corner.  (25.00) 

Very  rare.  Robert  Stark  issued  this  publication  to  stimulate  interest  in 
collecting  Bust  dollars.  Only  a dozen  or  so  collectors  joined  and  the  club 
and  its  newsletter  soon  perished. 

According  to  George,  this  lot  brought  $65.00  hammer.  George  also 
told  me  that  he  had  sold  at  auction  a set  of  the  first  three  issues  for 
$75.00  three  years  later  in  his  Sale  70,  October  11,  1997:  ,1540.  He  also 
noted  that  he  had  offered  the  first  three  issues  in  group  lots  in  1988 
and  1990. 

George  mentions  in  the  May  15,  1994,  lot  description  that  “only 
a dozen  or  so  collectors  joined  and  the  club  and  the  newsletter  soon 
perished.”  This  appears  to  be  the  situation. 

At  this  time  I know  of  four  collectors  who  have  sets,  and  only  two  are 
complete  with  all  four  issues.  This  author  has  the  original  Ostheimer 
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set  of  the  first  three  issues  along  with  a photocopy  of  all  lour  issues, 
including  Issue  4,  courtesy  of  Jules  Reiver. 

I contacted  Bob  Stark  and  asked  if  by  chance  there  were  any  copies 
left  over.  Bob  said  that  he  couldn’t  imagine  any  old  leftover  copies  lying 
around.  Importantly,  Bob  noted  the  following  regarding  the  printing  of 
The  Lettered  Edge: 

I had  them  duplicated  here  at  UD  [University  of  Delaware].  As  I recall 
the  copy  rules  back  then,  there  was  a basic  charge  for  10  copies;  additional 
copies  extra.  Since  there  were  only  a few  of  us,  my  guess  is  that  that  was 
the  print  run.  However,  memory  being  what  it  is,  I don’t  remember  #4,  for 
example — I could  be  wrong. 

It  is  possible  that  Bob  does  not  recall  Issue  4 because  it  was  published 
by  Jules  Reiver  when  Bob  was  on  a leave  of  absence  from  his  work  at 
the  time.  Perhaps,  as  Bob  suggests,  as  few  as  ten  copies  were  printed  of 
each  issue,  with  orJy  a handful  of  sets  surviving  over  the  years? 

Jules  sent  me  a copy  of  all  four  issues  in  November  1996.  The  issues 
were  a joy  for  me  to  read,  and  provided  much  valuable  information 
not  published  elsewhere.  In  addition,  this  information  provided  many 
“clues”  that  helped  advance  my  early  dollar  research. 

In  1986,  the  John  Reich  Collectors  Society  (JRCS)  was  formed, 
with  Jules  and  Bob  Stark  being  charter  members.  Six  years  or  so  after 
the  last  issue  of  The  Lettered  Edge  was  published,  collectors  of  the  early 
dollars  and  other  early  silver  had  a new  journal  and  a new  club. 

I would  be  interested  to  learn  if  any  NBS  members  have  a set  of  The 
Lettered  Edge,  in  their  libraries,  or  know  of  anyone  who  does.  Thanks. 


The  ANS  Library:  Up  and  Running 

Elizabeth  Hahn 

Alter  a short  period  of  transition,  both  for  our  recent  move  and  my  own 
recent  appointment  as  Librarian,  the  American  Numismatic  Society 
Library  has  settled  into  its  new  location  at  75  Varick  Street,  in  New 
York  City.  The  library  is  officially  open  and  fully  functional,  and  the 
advantage  of  the  new  space  is  that  all  of  the  collections  are  on  the  same 
floor,  which  facilitates  use  and  access.  Users  that  are  already  familiar 
with  the  library  collections  will  find  that  the  organization  follows  that 
of  the  previous  locations,  with  subject  sections,  periodicals,  auction 
catalogues,  and  pamplilet  files  appropriately  labeled. 

Things  to  look  out  for  now  and  in  the  future  include  a section  of  the 
library  devoted  to  displaying  new  arrivals,  which  are  updated  at  the  start 
of  each  month.  A list  of  these  items  can  also  be  found  on  the  library 
website  (wwu^numismatics.org/Library/RecentAcquisitions).  A small 
exhibition  space  within  the  library  will  display  highlights  from  the  col- 
lections based  on  varying  themes.  Again,  aspects  of  this  exliibition  will 
be  available  online  and  will  show  images  and  text  of  the  items  currently 
on  display.  This  first  and  current  exhibition  includes  photographs  of 
the  interiors  and  exteriors  of  the  three  primary  ANS  Library  locations 
and  early  acquisitions  that  show  the  start  and  growth  of  the  collections 
over  the  decades.  The  theme  of  the  present  display  is  a look  at  the  long 
history  of  the  ANS  Library,  which  has  closely  paralleled  the  long  history 
of  the  Society  as  a whole.  In  1859,  the  library  made  its  first  purchase, 
Henry  Noel  Humphrey’s  two-volume  work  published  in  London  in  1853 
with  the  ambitious  title  of  The  com  collectors  manual,  or  Guide  to  the 
numismatic  student  in  the  formation  of  a cabinet  of  coins:  comprising  an 
histo7‘ical  and  critical  account  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  coinage,  from 
the  earliest  period  to  the  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire:  with  some  account  of 
the  coinages  of  modern  Europe,  more  especially  of  Great  Britain.  After 
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this  first  purchase,  recorded  in  an  elegant  script  in  the  first  acquisitions 
logbook,  the  collections  grew  exponentially  throughout  the  twentieth 
century  and  have  culminated  in  the  extensive  and  excellent  resource  of 
over  100,000  items  that  it  is  today. 

When  possible,  the  library  exhibitions  will  show  off  examples  of 
plates  and/or  text  that  refer  to  items  in  the  ANS  collection.  For  ex- 
ample, in  the  current  display  is  the  two-volume  set  of  Joseph  Florimond 
Loubat’s  Medallic  History  of  the  United  States  of  America,  1776-1876, 
a well-known  work  of  American  numismatic  literature.^  Many  of  the 
plates  contain  medals  that  exist  in  examples  in  the  ANS  collections, 
such  as  the  Comitia  Americana  medal  of  Commodore  Edward  Preble 
(Fig.  1:  Loubat,  no.  23,  p.  135-150,  plate  XXIV;  Fig.  2:  ANS  accession 
number  1967.225.531).  Loubat’s  work  is  therefore  of  interest  not  only 
for  the  information  that  it  contains  in  relation  to  the  Society,  but  also 
for  the  greater  numismatic  community.  With  interesting  items  such  as 
these  in  the  library  collections,  the  exhibitions  uill  allow  users  regularly 
to  learn  about  items  that  might  have  otherwise  gone  unnoticed. 

Some  recent  acquisitions: 

P.A.  van’t  Haaff.  Catalogue  of  Elymaean  Coinage,  ca.  147  B.C.-A.D. 
228.  Lancaster,  Penna.:  Classical  Numismatic  Group,  2007. 

Eos  Tsourti  and  Maria  Daniela  Trifiro.  Sylloge  Nummorum  Graecorum. 
Greece  5.  Numismatic  Museum,  Athe^ns.  The  A.  G.  Soutzos  Collection. 
Athens:  Academy  of  Athens,  2007. 

Sylloge  nummorum.  graecorum  Belgique.  Bihliotheque  royale  de  Belgique. 
La  collection  de  bronzes  grecs  de  Marc  Bar.  Bruxelles:  Bihliotheque 
royale  de  Belgique,  2007. 

Ghislaine  Moucharte  et  al.,  eds.  Liber  amicorum  Tony  Hacketis.  Lou- 
vain-la-Neuve:  Association  de  numismatique  Marcel  Hoc,  2007. 

Tony  Hackens  (1939- 1997)  was  a prolessor  at  the  Universite  Catholique 
de  Louvain,  Belgium.  He  was  a Visiting  Scholar  in  Residence  during  the 
1986  ANS  summer  seminar.  This  collection  of  articles  addresses  five 
areas  of  his  particular  interest,  including  monetary  workshops,  metrol- 
ogy, numismatic  iconography,  coining,  and  money  circulation. 

1 See  P.  Smith,  “Joseph  FlorimorKi  Loubat  1831-1927.”  The  Asylum  XXIV/I  (2006),  pp. 
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Figure  2.  The  Preble  medal  illustrated  in  Figure  I,  Irom  the  collection  of  the 

American  Numismatic  Society  (1967.225.531). 

Katerina  Chryssanthaki-Nagle.  Vhistoire  monetaire  d’Ahdire  en  Thrace 
(Vie  s.  avant  J.-C.  - He  s.  apres  J.-CJ.  Meletemata  51.  Athens:  Ken- 
tron  Hellenikes  kai  Romaikes  Archaiotetos,  2007. 

Jennifer  A.  W.  Warren.  The  Bronze  Coinage  of  the  Achaian  Koinon: 
The  Currency  of  a Federal  Ideal.  London:  Royal  Numismatic  Society, 
2007. 

Emmanuel  Azzopardi.  The  Coinage  of  the  Crusaders  and  the  World  of 
Islam.  Malta:  Midsea  Books,  2006. 


Figure  I.  The  plate  from  Loubat’s  Medullic  History  of  the  United  States  of 
America  illustrating  the  medal  awarded  by  Congress  to  Edw-ard  Preble  for 
his  role  during  the  war  agamst  Tripoli,  in  1803-04. 
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Comment 


On  Augshurger’s  "A  Bibliographic  Guide  to  American  Content  in  the 
National  Numismatic  Collecton" 

Leonard  Augsburger  has  done  a fine  job  ol  collecting  many  scattered 
partial  catalogues  of  the  American  content  in  the  National  Numis- 
matic Collection  for  his  article  in  the  July-September  2008  issue  of 
The  Asylum.  To  his  list  1 can  add  Ken  Glickman  and  Bob  Lande,  “The 
Smithsonian’s  California  Small  Denomination  Gold  Coin  Collection,” 
The  Brasher  Bidletin  14  no.  1 (Spring  2002),  pp.  17-30. 

When  I was  researching  the  second  edition  of  Califoriiia  Pioneer 
Fractional  Gold  (Bowers  and  Merena,  2003),  I asked  Ken  and  Bob  for 
assistance  in  checking  out  the  Smithsonian  collection  of  these  pieces, 
one  of  the  two  best  in  public  hands  and  one  that  was  begun  in  the  1850s. 
They  obtained  the  generous  cooperation  of  Curator  Dick  Doty  and 
shared  their  findings  with  me,  then  published  a complete  inventory  giv- 
ing Smithsonian  catalogue  number  and  location,  numismatic  catalogue 
numbers,  weight,  condition,  and  source  of  coin  (where  known).  These 
results  were  very  helpful  in  improving  our  knowledge  of  these  pieces, 
and  the  Smithsonian  collection  is  cited  several  times  in  my  book. 
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